
English 10 - Fall 2019 
Ms. Madison Lanzon, Room 214 

mlanzon@livoniapublicschools.org 
 
 

Welcome to ELA 10! This semester, we will be following the 

StudySync unit: Destiny for the majority of our time together. 

StudySync covers a few different tasks: reading comprehension of various short stories, poems, and 

excerpts; vocabulary development; an extended writing project; and more. Additionally, we will be 

studying The Crucible  by Arthur Miller. Grammar and independent reading/writing will also be 

incorporated into our course.  

 

Improving oral communication skills will also be integrated into this course and into each area of 

study. You will be expected to share ideas with the class, within small groups, and in some cases, 

formal presentations.  

 

CLASSROOM VALUES 

I whole-heartedly believe that our classroom is a learning community. This being said, the people in 

this room matter. This includes the thoughts, ideas, feelings, values, and all that makes us who we are 

is valued and important. Having a community in which everyone feels valued and supported is 

priceless. With a learning community behind you, the goal is that you feel comfortable enough to push 

yourself outside of your comfort zone this semester - outside of the comfort zone is where true 

learning happens.  
 

I value the individuals in this room and believe that respecting yourself and our community is just as 

important, if not more important than receiving an A. If you are a factor in making our room feel 

“unsafe” or “uncomfortable” for any who works with us, you will be addressed and action will be taken 

as necessary.  

 

CELL PHONES 

In our class, we will use a red light/green light system to regulate phone use. When the light is green 

you are more than welcome to use your cellular device for school-related purposes ONLY. It will be 

communicated to you when the light is red and our reasons why. In order to be whole-heartedly 

engaged in our learning community, it's important that our phones do not become a distraction. 
 

If a phone becomes a distraction, the following will occur: 

First offense: I will ask you to put the phone away. 

Second offense: I will ask you to put the phone in our phone home basket. 

*Third offense: Parents and/or administration will be made aware of the distraction. 

*Possible disciplinary action 
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You are more than welcome to access the fidgets in the phone home basket at any time in exchange 

for your cellular device.  

 

SUPPLIES NEEDED 

● A notebook that is for ELA only - you will be responding to journal prompts, reflecting, taking 

notes, etc. I may ask to check-in your notebook at anytime throughout the semester. 

● A folder/binder to keep yourself organized 

● A writing utensil 

● Your StudySync workbook which is provided and will be kept in class in your hours crate 

 

HALL PASS POLICY 

Students are expected to use the restroom before class begins. In emergency situations, I will issue a 

written hall pass. Do not misuse or abuse restroom privileges. 

 

ABSENT POLICY 

If you are absent, first and foremost, check Google Classroom or ask a neighbor to fill you in on what 

you missed. Any handout that was provided while you were out will be in your hour’s folder located on 

the front bulletin board. If an assignment (formative, i.e. first reads, vocabulary, blasts, etc.) was due 

on the day you were absent, you must either submit a “no assignment form” in lieu of the assignment 

OR a “late assignment submission form” STAPLED TO the assignment itself to the basket.  If you know 

that you will be absent ahead of time, it's a good idea to let me know so I can prepare any 

handouts/assignments earlier for you.  

 

If you are absent on a day that a summative assessment is due, i.e. close reads, tests, projects, etc., you 

are expected to be prepared to take/turn in the assessment the day you return. All in all, YOU are 

responsible for staying on top of the work you miss. 
 

LIVONIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS - FRANKLIN HIGH SCHOOL 

“Find your purpose. Explore your passion. Discover your pride.” 
 

FHS Vision Statement : To ensure all students receive an authentic, engaging, and relevant 

education that prepares them to successfully meet lifelong challenges. 

FHS Mission Statement : We will provide a safe and supportive environment where we develop 

positive connections with our students.  We will ensure all students have an ongoing opportunity to 

learn accountability for their education and become involved in the community, as they strive to 

achieve their greatest academic, emotional, social, and civic potential. 

A community with character pillars: respect, responsibility, grit, empathy, confidence, reflection, 

integrity, mindfulness 
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GRADING (45/45/10) 

Summative assessments will be weighted as 75% of a student’s quarter grade (45% of the final 

semester grade). Formative assessments will be weighted as 25%. The final exam will be weighted as 

10% of the final semester grade. 

● Summative assessments comprehensively evaluate a student’s learning during and at the end 

of an instructional unit by comparing it against the standard/benchmark. Students will be given 

standards and learning tasks prior to the completion of a summative assessment.  

● Formative assessments, including preliminary testing, is a range of formal and informal 

assessment procedures conducted by teachers during the learning process in order to modify 

teaching and learning activities to improve student comprehension of standards.  
 

Summative Examples: Formative Examples: 

● StudySync close read 

● Extended writing piece 

● Unit project 

● Unit test/exam 

● Unit presentation 

● StudySync first reads, skill sets, blasts, etc. 

● Quick writes (quizzes) 

● Journal entries/impromptu responses 

● Grammar practice 

● Reading assignments/check-ins 

● Reflections 

● Lit circle discussion/group discourse 

 

Summative assignments and final grades will be determined using the following percentages: 
 

A     100-94 A-     93-90  

B+     89-87 B     86-84 B-     83-80 

C+     79-77 C     76-74 C-     73-70 

D+     69-67 D     66-64 D-     63-60 

E       59-0   
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Formative assessments will likely use the following 5 point scale (and in some cases 10 point): 
 

Points Academic Achievement 

5 Student has demonstrated complete 

mastery of learning target beyond 

expectations. 

4 Student has demonstrated complete 

mastery of learning target at expectations. 

2 - 3 Student has demonstrated some, but not 

complete mastery of learning target. 

1 Student has demonstrated little or no 

mastery of learning target. 

0 Student has made little or no attempt to 

demonstrate mastery. 

 

COMPLETED WORK 

Any assignment/assessment/homework that has been assigned is due at the beginning of the hour to 

your basket on the target date established (unless otherwise noted); this includes all reading 

assignments.  

 

REDO POLICY 

You will be able to re-assess all summative assessments in this class. In order to be eligible to re-assess 

the summative, all formative assessments associated with the summative must be completed and 

turned in. Additionally, the summative assessment must have been completed AND turned in on time. 

Each summative assessment will have its own redo/retake criteria which may include: completing an 

alternative assignment assessing similar standards, focusing on a specific piece within the 

assignment/criteria, authoring a reflection piece, and/or meeting with me. You MUST submit a 

“regrade request form” when submitting any redone work. 

 

The window for redos and retakes is two weeks from the date in which the assessment was returned. 

The details outlining the redo assignment will be provided at the time of the return of the assessment.  

 

The opportunity to redo formative work will be handled on a case by case basis. The value of formative 

assessments lies in the practicing of the skills and standards vs. the gradebook.  

 

LATE WORK 

I will accept all late formative and summative work up to two weeks prior to the end of the quarter 

(October 18th/January 10th). Absolutely no work will be entered into the gradebook after this date. 

4 



Remember, in order to reassess a summative assignment, it must’ve been turned in on time.  Late 

work IS subject to a grade reduction depending on the quality of the work, its timeliness, and teacher 

discretion. At the time an assignment is due, you must submit a “no assignment” form in lieu of the 

assignment. At the time it is submitted, you must also submit a “late assignment submission” form 

STAPLED to the completed assignment. Turn in late work to the basket as you normally would. *Please 

note: late work may take up to two weeks to show up in the gradebook. 

 

STUDYSYNC 

As the curriculum outlines for ELA 10, we will have the majority of our assignments and lessons 

available through StudySync. StudySync takes on both a workbook and online platform. It is expected 

that you have access to both mediums each day. You will have the opportunity to keep your 

StudySync workbook in your crate in class. Be sure you are able to log in. You can access StudySync 

from any school computer and at home by accessing Clever.com/in/livonia. Online StudySync 

assignments follow the same absent, missing, and late work policies as listed above.  

 

BLACKBOARD/GOOGLE CLASSROOM 

In addition to StudySync, we will actively use Google Classroom for assignments, announcements, 

activities, presentations, etc. Please join our classroom page by using the codes below. You will have 

access to electronic versions of any handouts/copies that are handed out in class. Check Google 

Classroom often.  

 

You can access Google Classroom from the Livonia Blackboard site. While Blackboard will still be 

updated, please access Google Classroom for the most up-to-date announcements.  

 

1st Hour ELA 10: x3e605 5th Hour ELA 9: 8s6xh3 

3rd Hour ELA 9: jjcyls 6th Hour Composition: 9kntygo 

4th Hour Composition: qiyuzi  

 

PLAGIARISM 

Anytime the ideas or wording of an “expert”  is borrowed, you need to cite it. If you find information 

on a website, be honest about it and give credit where credit is due. Feel free to use on online MLA 

works cited source to do so. Plagiarized ideas and/or quotes will result in a guaranteed zero for an 

assignment with no opportunity to reassess. All essays will require a works cited, even if only one text 

is cited. Plagiarizing from your peers or working together with classmates on an individual assignment 

is also considered plagiarizing.  
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THIS WEEK 

1. Begin searching for an independent reading text. You can check out my classroom library, or we 

will be traveling to the library early next week. You will be checking in your book in later on in 

the week next week. 

2. Login to Blackboard, join Google Classroom, and access your first assignment. 

3. You will be creating ONE Google slide about yourself. It will be a collage of appropriate pictures 

and very few select words. You may fill the slide completely, or you may only want to feature a 

few items. Think about what you want to share with the class.  

a. Some ideas: what is important to you; words that describe you; what inspires you; 

something surprising about you; what you do for fun; important people or pets; your 

favorite summer activity 

b. You only have ONE slide to show the class. 

c. You can use photos from the internet OR you can upload your own pictures to a Google 

Drive/email.  

d. We’ll have some time to work on this throughout the next day or so. The only thing you 

need to do at home is select and upload pictures (if any) and start brainstorming what 

you’re going to SAY to the class. 

e. I would recommend creating your own slide on your own drive and copy and pasting the 

slide to the class presentation. There have been cases of student’s slides being deleted 

on accident.  

 

My number one piece of advice to you and being successful this year is staying organized. Organization 

looks different for many people. It looks like a planner, setting reminders in your phone, keeping a 

check/to-do list, etc. Stay on top of things. I am here to help if you need assistance with getting 

yourself and staying organized. It will be a huge part of your success in this class.  
 

I am so excited to get to know all of you each and every day. I’m excited to see the 

gifts, talents, and energies that you bring to our learning community that are 

unique to you. You are made to do amazing things, and I look forward to seeing 

some of that shine this semester. Please come see me at anytime if you have 

questions and run into any problems.  
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